
Situated along the scenic  
Sudbury River, two miles from Concord 

Center and a mile from Route 2

www.conantum.org

Words from a resident who grew up here:

“My parents, eager to leave an apartment in  
Arlington for something more rural, signed on  
to Conantum in the early 50s when it was a big 
piece of land and some plans. In 1952, the four  
of us moved into the house where I still live. 
With the exception of a screened porch and a 
mudroom, it remains substantially the same 
in appearance: a semi-finished basement and 
a single living floor. My sister and I grew up 
here, with the luxury of an enormous “back 
yard”: acres of common land, lots of wildlife, 
ponds, the Sudbury River. We were told that if 
we ever got into trouble, we could go and knock 
on the nearest door and a neighbor would 
help us. There was a great sense of community 
back then. There still is. When I walk my dog 
through Conantum at night, I know whose 
house I pass, and I know I could still go and 
knock on any door for help. I take the same 
trails through the woods and beside the River 
that I used years ago. My parents were able to 
stay in this house as they aged and grew less 

mobile in good part because of its compact size 
and single living floor—something they hadn’t 
considered in 1952, but were extremely grateful 
for fifty years later. Conantum remains a special 
place to live.”

And from a newer resident:

“For all the beauty of the homes and environment, 
what makes Conantum truly special is the sense 
of being part of an enduring community in 
which we are all official members and share 60 
acres of beautiful common land which we care 
for together on a volunteer basis. …There is our 
monthly newsletter which includes everything 
from fascinating information about local flora 
and fauna to notices of events, welcomes to  
newcomers, and reports on various events of  
interest. Last, but certainly not least, is our  
private neighborhood email network where  
people ask advice about home maintenance,  
service providers, babysitters, things to buy  
sell or give away, rides needed or help for a sick 
neighbor, and sometimes just a joke to share.  
It is why people come to Conantum and why 
they stay as long as they can.” 
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Over 50 acres of land are held in common by 
neighborhood association members. These include 
playing fields, community gardens, tennis courts,  
a boat landing for residents’ canoes and kayaks, 
sledding hill, walking trails, and conservation land 
with a wealth of natural resources. Turkeys and 
deer browse the woods, muskrats and herons  
explore the river.  Residents can walk, bike or 
snowshoe to nearby farm stands, shops and eateries.

Community traditions are an important part  
of Conantum living: a potluck harvest supper, 
Halloween children’s party, holiday carol sing and 
open houses, summer picnic and games on the 
ball field bring homeowners and families together 
and welcome newcomers to the neighborhood.  
Garden club, tennis tournament, common land 
crew, neighborhood listserv and other casual group 
activities offer a range of involvement. A monthly 
news bulletin has been circulated since 1954. 

Conantum encompasses 190 wooded acres along 
the Sudbury River within 15 miles of Boston.  

Mature woodlands and naturalistically landscaped 
1-2 acre lots offer variety, rural peace and quiet just 
two miles from historic Concord Center with its 
civic and commercial amenities and direct access 
to public transportation.

The 104 Conantum houses, designed in 1951-52 by 
renowned MIT architect Carl Koch, were built with 
young professional families in mind. Each family 
sited its own house to take advantage of the natural 
features of each lot, with the result that the houses 
are not simply lined up along the street.  

Setting

A view of the neighborhood from the Sudbury River

Neighborhood Style

Neighborhood fun in early days

House designs include open floor plans, 
multi-level living, 2-4 bedrooms, great views.

A 1952 brochure reads: while our houses have  
different plans to suit the needs of each family, 
our aim has been to…respect the simplicity of 
the basic design so that the structures would not 
compete with the natural beauty surrounding 
them.

Many houses have been updated and expanded.  
Innovative architecture, efficient use of space, 
and sensitive siting on interesting lots are the 
hallmarks of Conantum style, the best of mid-
century modern.

The interior of an original Conantum house


